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WCFCPC FINDINGS ON ANDREA STEWART-COUSINS’ COMPLAINTS AGAINST NICHOLAS SPANO

The Westchester Fair Campaign Practices Committee (WCFCPC) met on September 27, 2006 to hear the complaints filed by Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Democratic candidate for State Senate, against Nicholas Spano, Republican candidate for re-election to the State Senate, District 35.

Complaint:  

Andrea Stewart-Cousins complained that Senator Spano "began broadcasting a highly misleading attack ad attempting to blame me for 'pedophiles and sex offenders in our backyard,' by alleging that I did 'nothing' to oppose the relocation of a homeless shelter from the county airport to Valhalla." She complained that the New York Republican State Committee sent out a mailing making the same charge. 
Finding:  UNFAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICE

The WCFCPC found that the allegations made in the television and print advertisements were unfair campaign practices because they implied that Legislator Stewart-Cousins had an obligation to do something about the relocation of the shelter, whereas she only had an opportunity to do so as a member of the Westchester County Board of Legislators. 

Complaint:

Legislator Stewart-Cousins also complained that both the television advertisement on News 12 and the campaign mailing “misrepresent Journal News articles by altering a headline, presenting an op-ed piece as a front page news story and depicting an article about a sex offender with no connection whatsoever to the Valhalla shelter.” 
Finding:  UNFAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICE

The WCFCPC agreed with Andrea Stewart-Cousins and determined that the presentation of the articles was misleading and inflammatory.  As stated in the September 7 Journal News editor’s note, “The Editorial Board asks political campaigns not to distort or misrepresent the copyrighted material published in the Journal News.  Unfortunately, the above-referenced material does both by cutting and pasting together the newspaper’s flag, unrelated news and Opinion articles, and headlines, thus changing the way items originally appeared.  It’s a bad start to a long campaign.” 

Note:  Senator Spano’s campaign contended that it was not responsible for campaign materials put out by the State Republican Committee because the materials did not mention the Senator by name.  The WCFCPC disagreed as it holds a candidate responsible for all materials put out on behalf of his/her campaign. The WCFCPC Statement of Principles clearly states, “The candidate will neither use nor be involved with the use of any campaign material or advertisement that misrepresents or distorts the facts,” and “The candidate will publicly repudiate materials or actions from any individual or group which would violate this Statement of Principles.”  
######

If a candidate or campaign wishes to quote from this Finding, the Committee requires that the Finding be quoted in its entirety.  The Committee regards selective quotation of its Findings as a violation of fair campaign process.

Committee Members:  Stephanie Sarnoff (Chair), Milton Hoffman (Vice Chair), Susan Pace Guma, Ruth Hinerfeld, Burton M. Leiser, Robert Peterson, Ernest Prince, Joy Rosenzweig (Coordinator),  Susan Schwarz, Evelyn Stock.  Ex officio:  Representatives of Republican Party, Democratic Party, Independence Party, Conservative Party, Working Families Party.
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The Committee has no power to compel anyone to stop doing what it has found to be unfair.  If the Committee acts on a complaint, it will release its findings to inform the public.  The Committee may choose not to consider a complaint; in that case, a hearing is not held and the parties to the complaint are so notified.
Statement of Principles of the WCFCPC, as stated in its Manual, is available at www.lwvwestchester.org (click on “about the committee” in the paragraph describing the FCPC).  The Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee believes that candidates should conduct their campaigns in accordance with the following principles:

The Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee believes that candidates should conduct their campaigns in accordance with the following principles:
· The candidate will conduct a campaign for public office openly and fairly. The candidate will discuss the issues and participate in fair debate with respect to his/her views and qualifications. 

· The candidate will neither engage in nor be involved with unfair or misleading attacks upon the character of an opponent, nor will the candidate engage in invasions of personal privacy unrelated to fitness for office. 

· The candidate will not participate in or condone any appeal to prejudice. 

· The candidate will neither use nor be involved with the use of any campaign material or advertisement that misrepresents or distorts the facts. 

· The candidate will clearly identify by name the source of all advertisements and campaign literature published and distributed. 

· The candidate will not abuse the Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee process in order to obtain political advantage. 
The candidate will publicly repudiate materials or actions from any individual or group which would violate this Statement of Principles.

_______________________________________________________________________Committee Members:  Stephanie Sarnoff (Chair), Milton Hoffman (Vice Chair), Susan Pace Guma, Ruth Hinerfeld, Burton M. Leiser, Robert Peterson, Ernest Prince, Joy Rosenzweig (Coordinator),  Susan Schwarz, Evelyn Stock.

Ex officio:  Representatives of Republican Party, Democratic Party, Independence Party, Conservative Party, Working Families Party.

