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FAIR CAMPAIGN FINDINGS REGARDING COMPLAINTS BY JOHN DEGNAN AGAINST GREGORY BALL
 
The Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee (WCFCPC) met on September 17, 2008 to hear the complaint filed by John Degnan, cross-endorsed Republican candidate for New York State Assembly, 99th District, against Gregory Ball, who is running as Republican candidate for the same seat.

Complaint:

Mr. Degnan complains that the Ball campaign literature’s claim that “4 out of 5 Independents support Greg Ball for State Assembly” is misleading, in that the “statistic is ‘substantiated’ only by photos of 4 people, supposedly Independents, who do not give their name or address.” The literature “implies that the people pictured are members of the Independence Party.” Moreover, two of the four photos have been identified as individuals who are registered Republicans who have supported Mr. Ball’s campaign.

Finding: UNFAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICE

The five photos do not substantiate the claim that four out of five independent voters support Mr. Ball, and the fact two of the photos depict registered Republicans makes the claim even more misleading.

Complaint:

Ball campaign literature claims that “Unlike his opponent, Greg Ball knows that illegal immigration is illegal.” Degnan complains that he has in fact expressed on a number of occasions his opposition to illegal immigration and that in his capacity as mayor of Brewster, he “took many steps towards cracking down on illegal behavior and quality of life crimes.”

Finding: UNFAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICE

Mr. Ball’s charge against Mr. Degnan is almost identical to one that this Committee found to be an unfair campaign practice in its finding on July 8, 2008, in which we explained, in part:

The Committee did hear evidence that as Mayor of Brewster, Mr. Degnan promoted policies that supported legal immigrants in their economic activities. But the Committee received no evidence that he took steps to ignore or encourage illegal immigration or illegal immigrants. This is what the statement in question asserts, and therefore the Committee finds it misleading.

Complaint:

The Ball campaign’s literature “claims that Degnan is a Democrat.” Mr. Ball has produced no evidence to substantiate this claim.

Finding: UNFAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICE

This too is identical to a charge that this Committee found to be an unfair campaign practice in its July 8, 2008 finding. Mr. Degnan has a long history a member of the Republican Party, though he has been cross-endorsed by other parties.

Complaints:

Mr. Degnan complains that the Ball campaign’s claims that Ball “isn’t a rubberstamp for the insiders and their patronage,” that Ball is the “only guy” fighting “against these crooks in Albany,” and that Mr. Degnan is supported by “insiders” are unfair.

Finding: NO FINDING.

The Committee concluded that these statements constituted campaign rhetoric and that as such, it was inappropriate for the Committee to rule that they were either fair or unfair.

The Committee has noted that some confusion has developed in the use of the terms “independent” and “Independence Party” in campaign literature. We urge all candidates to refer only to persons who are unaffiliated with any political party as “independents,” and not to confuse them with persons who belong to the Independence Party.

