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  Immediate Release

Contact: Stephanie Sarnoff, Chair – (914) 276-0760

FAIR CAMPAIGN FINDINGS REGARDING COMPLAINTS BY OPPOSING

 SLATES IN THE GREENBURGH DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY    

The Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee (WCFCPC) met Sept. 19 to hear complaints filed by Suzanne Berger for supervisor, incumbents Eddie Mae Barnes and Steve Bass for council members, against incumbent Supervisor Paul Feiner, and council candidates Sonja Brown and Kevin Morgan, and Judith Beville, candidate for town clerk, followed by complaints filed by Feiner, Brown and Morgan against Berger, Barnes and Bass in the recent primary for the Democratic Party nominations.  All candidates for supervisor and council were present.

These are the complaints by the Berger team and findings:

Complaint: In a fundraising letter, Feiner quoted “Moody’s has increased the Town’s bond rating 3 times in 5 years – giving the Town a very high bond rating – under Paul Feiner’s leadership.  By not ending the quotation, it erroneously implies that Moody’s singled out Paul Feiner’s leadership.

Finding:  UNFAIR
Complaint:  Misleading Statement by Feiner that “I appointed the first-ever energy conservation coordinator in Westchester.”  The appointment was made by the Town Board voting for the resolution unanimously.

Finding:  UNFAIR

Complaint:  Team literature criticism of budget decisions misleading as to credit and blame for spending and tax decisions.

Finding:  NOT UNFAIR

Complaint:  False statements regarding the position of Council members Bass and Barnes on wind power and purchase of energy efficient vehicles.

NO FINDING

Complaint:   False statement on team literature that Bass and Barnes voted against televising Board work sessions and live streaming of Board meetings, and won’t post agendas of work sessions 24 hours before meeting.

Finding:   UNFAIR

Complaint:  False statement that Town Board refused to establish energy conservation guidelines in commercial construction.

NO FINDING

Complaint:  False statement on palm card that Sonja Brown served on the Westchester County Housing, Planning and Government Operations Committee.

NO FINDING

These are the complaints filed by Feiner, Brown and Morgan against Berger, Barnes and Bass.

Complaint:  Their literature says “Feiner set up an unaccountable slush fund …so he can dole it out to his cronies.”  

Finding:  UNFAIR

Complaint:  Their literature:  “Feiner tried to block the Town Board from passing a tough new ethics law.”  This is contested because supervisor never expressed opposition to any law that would have prevented him from accepting contributions from developers and consultants – wanted law to be loophole free.

Finding:  NOT UNFAIR

Complaint:  Their literature:  He has refused to comply with requests from Town Ethics Board for information necessary to its ongoing investigation of his solicitation practices, whereas I have provided all documents and authorized town computer staff to search my town emails…

NO FINDING

Complaint:  Claim that Feiner “put our safety at risk because his opponents on the Town Board were supporting the police department” when Feiner, in fact voted for the two new cops and new evidence locker.

Finding:  UNFAIR

Complaint:  Charge that Morgan and Brown will give developers a blank check, and have accepted $26,000 from developers. 

Finding:  UNFAIR

Complaint:  Literature claim that “Feiner is now firmly in the pocket of developers”.

Finding:  UNFAIR

Complaint:  “He is vindictive, threatening retribution to residents and opponents who refuse to be silenced.”

NO FINDING

###

Committee Members: Stephanie Sarnoff (Chair), Milton Hoffman (Vice Chair), Miriam Cohen (Coordinator) LaRuth Gray, Susan Pace Guma, Ruth Hinerfeld, Burton M. Leiser, Robert E. Peterson, Ernest Prince, Susan Schwarz, Evelyn M. Stock.

Ex officio: Representatives of the Republican Party, Democratic Party, Independence Party, Conservative Party, Working Families Party. 






.
The purpose of the Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee is to promote a climate in which candidates conduct honest and fair campaigns. The Committee encourages candidates to conduct campaigns openly and fairly, to discuss issues, to refrain from dishonest and defamatory attacks, and not to use campaign materials that distort the facts.

The Committee does not sit as a censor or political discussion nor as a body to enforce election law or make legal decisions. Its task is to accept written complaints about alleged unfair campaign practices and to determine whether the action complained about is indeed unfair. Among other things, the Committee will consider to be unfair any campaign practice that is a misstatement of a material fact or that misleads the public.

The Committee has no power to compel anyone to stop doing what it has found it be unfair. If the Committee acts on a complaint, it will release its findings to inform the public. The Committee may choose not to consider a complaint; in that case, a hearing is not held and the parties to the complaint are so notified.    

Statement of Principles of the Committee, as stated in its Manual, available at www.lwvwwestchester.org.  The Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee believes that candidates should conduct their campaigns in accordance with the following principles:

· The candidate will conduct a campaign for public office openly and fairly. The candidate will discuss the issues and participate in fair debate with respect to his/her views and qualifications.

· The candidate will neither engage in nor be involved with unfair or misleading attacks upon the character of an opponent, nor will the candidate engage in invasions of personal privacy unrelated to fitness for office.

· The candidate will not participate in or condone any appeal to prejudice. 

· The candidate will neither use nor be involved with the use of any campaign material or advertisements that misrepresents or distorts the facts.

· The candidate will clearly identify by name the source of all advertisements and campaign literature published and distributed.

· The candidate will not abuse the Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee process in order to obtain political advantage.

The candidate will publicly repudiate materials or actions from any individual or group that would violate this Statement of Principles.

###

If a candidate or campaign wishes to quote from this Finding, the Committee requires that the Finding be quoted in its entirety.  The Committee regards selective quotation of its Findings as a violation of fair campaign process.
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