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Findings in the Complaint of

Robert Hyland against William Ryan
Candidates for Westchester County Legislator, 5th District
The Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee met on November 24, 2009 to hear the complaint of Robert Hyland against William Ryan, Friends of Bill Ryan, and Reginald La Fayette in the race for Westchester County Legislator, 5th Legislative District.  
All the objections referred to contents of a mailer sent by the Westchester County Democratic Committee.  Where appropriate, some of the complaints have been grouped together.
COMPLAINT: 
Mr. Hyland objected to the following words in the mailer concerning payment of taxes: “Not paying his taxes, violence at the bar…that’s Robert Hyland.” “Robert Hyland refused to pay his taxes.”  “The New York State Tax Commission has judgments against Robert Hyland and liens for thousands of dollars in unpaid taxes.”  “Hyland has owed taxes for years and years and has refused to pay his taxes.”
Finding: Unfair Campaign Practice  
Although there were a few instances over the last 25 years in which tax payments were late, all were paid, and there is no evidence of a pattern of failure to pay, nor are there any taxes outstanding.

COMPLAINT:
Mr. Hyland objected to the following words in the mailer relating to behavior at and around the Sports Page Bar: “When Robert Hyland’s violence-plagued old bar closed, neighbors cheered.”  “Robert Hyland ran a bar that damaged the community.  Noise, urinating and vomiting on resident’s lawns, illegal parking, speeding cars in and out of residents’ driveways.  People were hit by Hyland’s valet service drivers.  There were drunken brawls in the parking lot and serious violence including a person who had his throat slit and another who was shot.”
Finding: Unfair Campaign Practice
While there was documentation that some neighbors were unhappy with the presence of the bar  and there were a few documented instances of violence dating to the 1980s and 1990s, it is misleading to accuse Mr. Hyland of a “violence plagued” establishment.  

COMPLAINT:
Mr. Hyland objected to the words “The facts about Republican Candidate Robert Hyland” because he states he is enrolled as a member of the Independence Party.

Finding: Fair Campaign Practice

Mr. Hyland ran on the Republican line (as well as other lines) so that he was, in fact, the Republican candidate.
COMPLAINT:
Mr. Hyland objects to a photo of “Hyland’s old Sports Page Bar because it is not the present Sports Page bar.

Finding: Fair Campaign Practice 

The mailer clearly identifies the picture as being the “old Sports Page Bar.”

COMPLAINT:
Mr. Hyland objects to “Things were so bad at Hyland’s old Sports Page Bar, the Soundview Neighborhood Association filed a State Liquor Authority complaint and demanded Hyland’s bar be closed.”

Finding: Fair Campaign Practice

While the statement is factually accurate, the complaint occurred in 1986, and there is no evidence that the State Liquor authority took any action.

COMPLAINT:
Mr. Hyland objects to “Hyland failed White Plains inspections, sued the City. When White Plains inspected Hyland’s Sports Page bar and found violations, did Hyland fix the violations and pay the fines? NO.  He sued White Plains for doing its job of protecting people.  After years in court, costing White Plains taxpayers thousands of dollars, the violations were upheld.”
Finding: No Finding
There was not sufficient evidence presented to make a judgment on this issue.

COMPLAINT
Mr. Hyland objects to: “Robert Hyland: No record of service.., a record of failure.” “Robert Hyland failed to join his neighbors to make White Plains and Scarsdale better places to live and raise a family.”
Finding: Unfair Campaign Practice
These statements are false.  Mr. Hyland has a long and substantial record of service to the community.  

###
If a candidate or campaign wishes to quote from a Finding, the Committee requires that it be quoted in its entirety. The Committee regards selective quotation of its Findings as a violation of fair campaign practices.  

 Committee Members: Evelyn M.  Stock (Chair), Miriam Cohen (Coordinator,)Victor Goldberg,  LaRuth Gray, Susan Pace Guma, Ruth Hinerfeld, Milton Hoffman, Lee Kinnally, Polly M. Kuhn,  Ernest Prince, Susan Schwarz, Lorelei A. Vargas.

Ex officio: Representatives of the Republican Party, Democratic Party, Independence Party, Conservative Party, Working Families Party. 

The purpose of the Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee is to promote a climate in which candidates conduct honest and fair campaigns. The Committee encourages candidates to conduct campaigns openly and fairly, to discuss issues, to refrain from dishonest and defamatory attacks, and not to use campaign materials that distort the facts.

The Committee does not sit as a censor of political discussion nor as a body to enforce election law or make legal decisions. Its task is to accept written complaints about alleged unfair campaign practices and to determine whether the action complained about is indeed unfair. Among other things, the Committee will consider to be unfair any campaign practice that is a misstatement of a material fact or that misleads the public.

The Committee has no power to compel anyone to stop doing what it has found it be unfair. If the Committee acts on a complaint, it will release its findings to inform the public. The Committee may choose not to consider a complaint; in that case, a hearing is not held and the parties to the complaint are so notified.  

Statement of Principles of the Committee, as stated in its Manual, available at www.faircampaignpractices.org. The Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee believes that candidates should conduct their campaigns in accordance with the following principles:

· The candidate will conduct a campaign for public office openly and fairly. The candidate will discuss the issues and participate in fair debate with respect to his/her views and qualifications.

· The candidate will neither engage in nor be involved with unfair or misleading attacks upon the character of an opponent, nor will the candidate engage in invasions of personal privacy unrelated to fitness for office.

· The candidate will not participate in or condone any appeal to prejudice. 

· The candidate will neither use nor be involved with the use of any campaign material or advertisements that misrepresents or distorts the facts.

· The candidate will clearly identify by name the source of all advertisements and campaign literature published and distributed.

· The candidate will not abuse the Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee process in order to obtain political advantage.

.

The candidate will publicly repudiate materials or actions from any individual or group that would violate this Statement of Principles.
