FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES COMMITTEE

82 Taymil Road, New Rochelle, NY 10804

914-633-7889 /fax 914 632 6689 /faircampaign@optonline.net 

 For Immediate Release

Contact: Stephanie Sarnoff, Chair – (914) 276-0760

FAIR CAMPAIGN FINDINGS REGARDING COMPLAINTS BY 

Kevin Morgan and Sonja Brown against Steve Bass and Eddie Mae Barnes, candidates for Greenburgh Town Council in Democratic Primary
The Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee (WCFCPC) met on October 10, 2007 to hear the complaints.  All candidates were present.

These are the complaints and findings:

Complaint #1:  

Mr. Morgan and Ms. Brown complained that literature accusing Sonja Brown of “having a history of trying to line her own pockets with our tax dollars” and trying “to sneak a $30,000 ‘stipend’ for herself…into the fine print of the proposed budge for a summer SAT camp for Greenburgh students was unfair.

Finding:  UNFAIR
Brown’s public proposal included a budget specifying payment to her company, which is not sneaky or an indication of a scheme to line her pockets.  The wording of the literature is false and deliberately inflammatory.

Complaint #2:

Mr. Morgan and Ms. Brown complained that literature stating that the “Morgan-Brown team is not 100% Pro-Choice”, and that Morgan “helped hijack the election by sneaking an anti-choice conservative Republican judge on the Democratic primary ballot for Family Court” was unfair.   
Finding:  UNFAIR

While it is not within the purview of the Fair Practices Committee to decide the definition of ‘pro-choice’, the allegations made in the literature are unsupported.  It is also misleading to imply that Morgan tried to “hijack the election” by carrying petitions for another candidate.

Complaints #2B, #3 and #4:

These complaints concern assertions that Ms. Brown declined to say what her position on choice is, that Morgan-Brown is not “100% committed to finding alternatives to Indian Point, and that “Sonja Brown is “running on the anti-choice ticket” .

Finding:  UNFAIR

When a candidate has not taken a public stand, a position cannot be imputed to that candidate.

Committee Members: Stephanie Sarnoff (Chair), Milton Hoffman (Vice Chair), Miriam Cohen (Coordinator) LaRuth Gray, Susan Pace Guma, Ruth Hinerfeld, Burton M. Leiser, Ernest Prince, Susan Schwarz, Evelyn M. Stock.
Ex officio: Representatives of the Republican Party, Democratic Party, Independence Party, Conservative Party, Working Families Party. 






.
The purpose of the Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee is to promote a climate in which candidates conduct honest and fair campaigns. The Committee encourages candidates to conduct campaigns openly and fairly, to discuss issues, to refrain from dishonest and defamatory attacks, and not to use campaign materials that distort the facts.

The Committee does not sit as a censor or political discussion nor as a body to enforce election law or make legal decisions. Its task is to accept written complaints about alleged unfair campaign practices and to determine whether the action complained about is indeed unfair. Among other things, the Committee will consider to be unfair any campaign practice that is a misstatement of a material fact or that misleads the public.

The Committee has no power to compel anyone to stop doing what it has found it be unfair. If the Committee acts on a complaint, it will release its findings to inform the public. The Committee may choose not to consider a complaint; in that case, a hearing is not held and the parties to the complaint are so notified.    

Statement of Principles of the Committee, as stated in its Manual, available at www.lwvwwestchester.org.  The Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee believes that candidates should conduct their campaigns in accordance with the following principles:

· The candidate will conduct a campaign for public office openly and fairly. The candidate will discuss the issues and participate in fair debate with respect to his/her views and qualifications.

· The candidate will neither engage in nor be involved with unfair or misleading attacks upon the character of an opponent, nor will the candidate engage in invasions of personal privacy unrelated to fitness for office.

· The candidate will not participate in or condone any appeal to prejudice. 

· The candidate will neither use nor be involved with the use of any campaign material or advertisements that misrepresents or distorts the facts.

· The candidate will clearly identify by name the source of all advertisements and campaign literature published and distributed.

· The candidate will not abuse the Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee process in order to obtain political advantage.

The candidate will publicly repudiate materials or actions from any individual or group that would violate this Statement of Principles.
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FAIR CAMPAIGN FINDINGS REGARDING COMPLAINTS BY 

Eddie Mae Barnes, Steve Bass and Alfreda Williams against

Paul Feiner, Sonja Brown, Kevin Morgan & Judith Beville

individually and as running-mates on “Team Greenburgh”

The Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee (WCFCPC) met on October 10, 2007 to hear complaints filed by candidates for Greenburgh Town Council in the Democratic Primary.  All candidates but Judith Beville were present.

These are the complaints and findings:

Complaint #1:

Ms. Barnes, Mr. Bass and Ms. Williams complain that Team Greenburgh’s literature stating that Suzanne Berger’s law firm benefited from a no-bid contract was false.

Finding:  UNFAIR

Documentation was presented of competing proposals.

Complaints #2 and #3:

They complain that a brochure with large print headlines of “WHO WANT YOUR TAXES TO TRIPLE” (answer, “Suzanne Berger”) and “YOU COULD SEE YOUR TOWN TAX BILLS TRIPLE”, although tripling refers to the town portion of the tax, not the total tax bill, which they claim is misleading.    
Finding:  UNFAIR

Use of the large print leaves the impression, reinforced throughout the literature, that the entire tax bill would triple.

Complaints #4 and #5:  

Complainants refer to a robo call from Feiner about a mailing from Barnes and Bass concerning the pro-choice positions of Morgan and Brown, and citing part of a previous finding of the WCFCPC. 

Finding:  UNFAIR

This is an abuse of the WCFCPC rule (cited below) that if findings are cited, they must be quoted in their entirety.

Complaint #6: 

Ms. Barnes, Mr. Bass and Ms. Williams complain that the Feiner team distributed a misleading sample ballot that indicates that certain judicial candidates are “with Paul.”

NO FINDING

Complaint #7: 

They complain that a flyer partially quoting a statement in The Journal News about Suzanne Berger’s position on town taxes for village residents is misleading by selective omission of part of her sentence.  The article quotes Mr. Feiner as saying that he would “fight for fairness for village residents, so they would only pay taxes for the town services they use.  Berger said that was ‘a dangerous principle…” The portion of Berger’s statement omitted was “…because all taxpayers subsidize affordable housing when most don’t use the program.”

Finding:  UNFAIR

By cutting the sentence and quoting only its first part, its meaning was distorted.

Complaint #8:

The complainants say that a statement by Feiner that Barnes and Bass prevented an affidavit from being filed to save the Community Hospital at Dobbs Ferry was misleading.  
NO FINDING
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Committee Members: Stephanie Sarnoff (Chair), Milton Hoffman (Vice Chair), Miriam Cohen (Coordinator) LaRuth Gray, Susan Pace Guma, Ruth Hinerfeld, Burton M. Leiser, Ernest Prince, Susan Schwarz, Evelyn M. Stock.

Ex officio: Representatives of the Republican Party, Democratic Party, Independence Party, Conservative Party, Working Families Party. 






.
The purpose of the Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee is to promote a climate in which candidates conduct honest and fair campaigns. The Committee encourages candidates to conduct campaigns openly and fairly, to discuss issues, to refrain from dishonest and defamatory attacks, and not to use campaign materials that distort the facts.

The Committee does not sit as a censor or political discussion nor as a body to enforce election law or make legal decisions. Its task is to accept written complaints about alleged unfair campaign practices and to determine whether the action complained about is indeed unfair. Among other things, the Committee will consider to be unfair any campaign practice that is a misstatement of a material fact or that misleads the public.

The Committee has no power to compel anyone to stop doing what it has found it be unfair. If the Committee acts on a complaint, it will release its findings to inform the public. The Committee may choose not to consider a complaint; in that case, a hearing is not held and the parties to the complaint are so notified.    

Statement of Principles of the Committee, as stated in its Manual, available at www.lwvwwestchester.org.  The Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee believes that candidates should conduct their campaigns in accordance with the following principles:

· The candidate will conduct a campaign for public office openly and fairly. The candidate will discuss the issues and participate in fair debate with respect to his/her views and qualifications.

· The candidate will neither engage in nor be involved with unfair or misleading attacks upon the character of an opponent, nor will the candidate engage in invasions of personal privacy unrelated to fitness for office.

· The candidate will not participate in or condone any appeal to prejudice. 

· The candidate will neither use nor be involved with the use of any campaign material or advertisements that misrepresents or distorts the facts.

· The candidate will clearly identify by name the source of all advertisements and campaign literature published and distributed.

· The candidate will not abuse the Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee process in order to obtain political advantage.

The candidate will publicly repudiate materials or actions from any individual or group that would violate this Statement of Principles.

###

If a candidate or campaign wishes to quote from this Finding, the Committee requires that the Finding be quoted in its entirety.  The Committee regards selective quotation of its Findings as a violation of fair campaign process.





If a candidate or campaign wishes to quote from this Finding, the Committee requires that the Finding be quoted in its entirety.  The Committee regards selective quotation of its Findings as a violation of fair campaign process.








