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Findings in the Complaints of

Sean Murray against Al Donahue
Candidates for Mayor of the Village of Buchanan
The Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee met on March 23, 2010 to hear the complaints of Sean Murray (D/Residents) against Al Donahue (R/Village Choice) in their race for Mayor of the Village of Buchanan. 

The respondent, Al Donahue, was served with and has acknowledged receipt of the Complaint of Unfair Campaign Practices brought by the complainant, Sean Murray.  Neither Mr. Donahue nor a representative of Mr. Donahue attended the hearing of the Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee, nor did they submit any evidence or documents in response to the Complaint.

COMPLAINT: 
Mr. Murray complained that Mr. Donahue’s campaign brochure falsely stated that Mr. Murray proposed or suggested that the Village of Buchanan be dissolved.  Specifically, the brochure stated that Mr. Murray’s focus was “[w]ithin TWO YEARS to DISSOLVE THE VILLAGE OF BUCHANAN and incorporate our Village into the Town of Cortlandt.”
FINDING:

Unfair Campaign Practice
Mr. Donahue presented no evidence or documents to support this statement.  To the contrary, there was evidence presented by Mr. Murray that he did not want to dissolve the Village and incorporate it into the Town of Cortlandt.
COMPLAINT: 
Mr. Murray complained that Mr. Donahue “had published a ‘letter to the editor’ to the Journal News that contains the falsehood that I opposed eliminating medical benefits for elected officials in Buchanan.”  Specifically, the letter to the editor stated that Mr. Murray “[v]oted against eliminating medical benefits for his two politically aligned co-trustees, resulting in a 3 percent increase in our residents’ taxes.”

FINDING:

Unfair Campaign Practice
Mr. Murray presented documents, including official minutes of the Village of Buchanan, that demonstrated that Mr. Murray was in favor of terminating medical benefits for elected officials in the Village of Buchanan.
COMPLAINT: 
Mr. Murray complained that Mr. Donahue had distorted his record as Village Trustee on the issue of the dewatering facility in the Village of Buchanan; specifically, that Mr. Murray “promised a minimum of $100,000 of revenue from the de-watering facility. To date, the taxpayers have actually lost money.”
FINDING:

No finding.
	If a candidate or campaign wishes to quote from a Finding, the Committee requires that it be quoted in its entirety. The Committee regards selective quotation of its Findings as a violation of fair campaign practices.  




Committee Members: Evelyn M.  Stock (Chair), Miriam Cohen (Coordinator,)Victor Goldberg,  LaRuth Gray, Susan Pace Guma, Ruth Hinerfeld, Milton Hoffman, Lee Kinnally, Polly M. Kuhn,  Ernest Prince, Susan Schwarz, Lorelei A. Vargas.

Ex officio: Representatives of the Republican Party, Democratic Party, Independence Party, Conservative Party, Working Families Party. 

The purpose of the Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee is to promote a climate in which candidates conduct honest and fair campaigns. The Committee encourages candidates to conduct campaigns openly and fairly, to discuss issues, to refrain from dishonest and defamatory attacks, and not to use campaign materials that distort the facts.

The Committee does not sit as a censor of political discussion nor as a body to enforce election law or make legal decisions. Its task is to accept written complaints about alleged unfair campaign practices and to determine whether the action complained about is indeed unfair. Among other things, the Committee will consider to be unfair any campaign practice that is a misstatement of a material fact or that misleads the public.

The Committee has no power to compel anyone to stop doing what it has found it be unfair. If the Committee acts on a complaint, it will release its findings to inform the public. The Committee may choose not to consider a complaint; in that case, a hearing is not held and the parties to the complaint are so notified.  

Statement of Principles of the Committee, as stated in its Manual, available at www.faircampaignpractices.org. The Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee believes that candidates should conduct their campaigns in accordance with the following principles:

· The candidate will conduct a campaign for public office openly and fairly. The candidate will discuss the issues and participate in fair debate with respect to his/her views and qualifications.

· The candidate will neither engage in nor be involved with unfair or misleading attacks upon the character of an opponent, nor will the candidate engage in invasions of personal privacy unrelated to fitness for office.

· The candidate will not participate in or condone any appeal to prejudice. 

· The candidate will neither use nor be involved with the use of any campaign material or advertisements that misrepresents or distorts the facts.

· The candidate will clearly identify by name the source of all advertisements and campaign literature published and distributed.

· The candidate will not abuse the Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee process in order to obtain political advantage.

.

The candidate will publicly repudiate materials or actions from any individual or group that would violate this Statement of Principles.
